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Finessing Conflict on Homosexuality
By GUSTAV NIEBUHR
en weeks ago, the Vatican ordered an American priest and a nun, the Rev.
Robert Nugent and Sister Jeannine Gramick, known in Roman Catholic circles
for their ministry to homosexuals, to halt that work.

The decision by the Congregation tor the Doctrine of the Faith, the body
responsible for saf^uarding church teachings, said the two had allowed
"errors" to creep into their discussions of what the church says about
homosexuality. In particular, the congregation said Father Nugent and Sister
Gramick had not emphasized the church's position that homosexual acts are
"intrinsically disordered" and e\Al.

Father Nugent made his response known immediately. On July 13, whenthe
directive was made public, Father Nugent said he would al^de by it. He later
said he would interpret the directive narrowly so that he could speak
publicly about his fonmer ministry and about the Vatican Investigation. He
did so in an academic Ibrum in Boston in August.

Sister Gramick had ke|>t her intentions to herself, saying she needed time to
reflect and to consult officials in her religious order, the Baltimore
Province of the School Sisters of Notre Dame.

This week, for the first time, she responded publicly. In a telephone
interview yesterday, she said she would also abide by the directive, but she
would work to get It rescinded.

Sister Gramick called upon"the wider church to come up with creativeand
collaborativeways to rectify what I perceive and many perceive to be an
unjust directive. That's for the betterment ofthe whole church."

She said she was concerned that the directive would hurt the church's
credibility, particularly among parishioners.

"Ultimately, what Is most beneficial for lesbian and gay people Is to be
included and welcome<i in the Catholic community at all levels," she said.

Sister Gramick also put her thoughts In writing, in a long, nuanced
statement that she released on Thursday.

"The spirit ofJesus lm|>els me to try to show lesbian and gay persons the
loving, compassionate face of God and our church," she wrote.

She wrote that while her passive acceptance of the directive offiered "no
benefits to lesbian and gay Catholics and their parents," It would be "more
beneficial to minister on their behalf with the blessing of church
leadership than without it."



Because of that, she wrote, she would work within the church to get the
decisioi^r^^jn^dered. \^

* I *
What she would like, she sad, is lor ail Catholics - including
theologians, canon lawyers and fsiblical scholars - to discuss issues
related to the directive, like its impact on homosexuals, and what the
church teaches about honrosexuality.

Like Father Nugent, Sister Gramick said the Vatican had not technically
silenced them but rather had prohibited them from continuing to nrunisterto
Catholics who are honrK)sexual. In that, she said, she saw a certain leeway to
continue a public presence.

"I am goingto speak to anyone who in>Mtes me to speak on the issues," she
said, adding that she has been in>Aed to a Ibrum on Oct. 11 at DePaul
University in Chicago.

"It's an acadenmc lecture," she said. "I will speak about the case and the
implications of the case."

Sister Gramick also said that both she and Father Nugent were allowed to
write, although the directivespecified that they must seek approval Irom
their religious superiors before publication. (/K statement about the case,
written by both ofthem, is scheduled to be published by the Jesuit magazine
"America" in its Oct. 9 issue, officials at the magazine said.)

In the meantime. Sister Grarrack said she vi/asencouraged by the way the
church resolved a recent case involving a Catholic theologian in South Asia.

The Rev. Tissa Balasuriya, a priest in Sri Lanka, had been excommunicated by
the Vatican InJanuary 1997 as punishment Ibrhis writings on salvation and
the Virgin Mary. But the excommunication orderwas lifted 14 months later
after mediation by church authorities in Sri Lanka and the priest's
religious order.

"That was lifted," Sister Granmck said, "so that gives us hope."

Headers

Retum-Path: <fUn4phll@concentric.net>
Rec^ved: from rly-yb04.mx.aol.com (rly-yb04.mail.aol.com [172.18.146.4]) byair-yb05.mail.aol.com ^0.28) with ESMTP;
Sat, 25 Sep 1999 09:16:52 -0400
Received: tom darius.concentric.net (darius.concentric.net [207.155.198.79]) by riy-yb04.mx.aoi.com (\^1.9) with ESMTP;
Sat, 25 Sep 1999 09:16:39 -0400
Received: from mcfeely.concerrtric.net (mcfeely.concentric.net [207.155.198.83])

by darius.concentric.net (8.9.1a/(98/12/15 5.12))
id JAA29238; Sat, 25 Sep 1999 09:16:25 -0400 (EOT)
[1-800-745-2747 The Concentric Networic]

Errors-To: <fun4phil@concentric.net>
Received: from defeult (Is004d46.lan-pa.concentric.net [206.173.38.202])

Monday, Septend>er 27,1999 AnwricaOnline:Eunic«Ray Page: 2



by mcfeely.concentric,net (8.9.1a)
id JAA03967; Sat, 25 Sep 1999 09:15:46 -0400 (EDT)

IVIessage-ID: <007901b1D757$f3407460$ca26adce@de1ault>
From: "Phil Sheldon" <ftjn4phil@concentric.net>
To: <Undisclosed-Recipient;;@concentric.net;;;;:;;>
Subject: Finessing Conflict on i-lomosexuality
Date: Sat, 25 Sep 1999 09:12:55 -0400
IVIII\/IE-Version: 1.0

Content-TVpe: text/plain;
chatset="iso-8859-r

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7blt
X^'riority: 3
}^SI\/iail-Priority: Normal
XWIailer. Microsoft Outlook Express 5.00.2014.211
X^\/limeOLE: Produced By Microsoft MimeOLE V5.00.2014.211

Monday,September 27,1899 AmericaOnline: EunlceRay Page: 3


